THINKING OUTSIDE THE
AMBULANCE
Peel Paramedic Association
2015 Year in Review

Thank You:
Print copies of this
Year in Review made
possible by the
generous support of
Peel Regional
Paramedic Services.
Your assistance is
greatly appreciated.
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President’s Message
While reading the drafts of this review, I couldn't believe how many
events Peel Paramedics took part in
that I had forgotten about, and I'm
sure I'm not the only one. That was
one of the reasons we, The Peel Paramedic Association, decided to put
this booklet together.
This year felt a little unique with a
distinct call by Paramedics for representation at local community events.
The public is starting to notice. After

navigating through shift change
requests in my inbox, I'm left with
emails of Tim Hortons patrons
thanking a total stranger in a uniform, because they now recognize
what that uniform represents. Every event we attend, every charity
we support, and every picture we
get up on social media, brings us
one step closer to making the term
'ambulance driver' something from
the past.
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I hope you enjoy this booklet that we
(led by Sarah Salvis) put together. We
helped Sarah as best we could, but it
was her time, effort and countless
emails that made it happen. There
are many pictures in here that I hope
we will reminisce about one day.
Congratulations on a successful 2015.
May we all have another great year
in 2016!
—Holly Lundrigan

Your PPA Board of Directors

Top Row: Michael-Jon Braaksma, Scott
Caldwell, Joel D’Eath
Second Row: Nicole Fox-Wood, Brent
Gorzynski, Kaley Jevnikar
Third Row: Sara Kissick, Wade
MacPherson, Sarah Salvis
Bottom Row: Mike Thomas, Greg van der
Wees
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Peel = Amazing
As I sit here trying to organize my
thoughts on how Peel Paramedics are so
amazing, I am drawn to the many stories
I hear throughout the year about the
differences we are making in our community. When I think of Peel Paramedics,
the first words that come to mind are
caring, compassionate, knowledgeable,
and in the theme of a movie I just
watched last night: ”kick-ass!!!”
Did you know that Peel Paramedics responded to roughly 108,000 calls in
2015? If we break that down that’s
roughly 9000 calls per month, 296 calls
per day, and if we really get technical…1
call every 2.4 minutes. But to what are
we responding? I’m sure most of you
have a pretty good idea as you live it every day at work. For example, in 2015 we
assisted in the delivery of more than 30
babies out of hospital. That is over 30

new lives brought into this world by
Peel Paramedics! As well as bringing
new life into this world, we were also
saving lives all over the region. In 2015
we responded to numerous cardiac
arrests, multiple shootings and stabbings, countless fatal MVCs, multiple
major industrial accidents, and a school
evacuation. Impressive by any standards!
Special events of 2015??? Who could
forget the PanAm games over the summer? Love it or hate it, this was a huge
event for the GTA. We had the honour
and privilege to be involved with locations in Mississauga and Caledon. Despite the hiccups and frustrations, this
event was able to showcase our amazing work as paramedics on an international stage. The end of the year saw
the promise of bringing in thousands of
Syrian refugees into Canada. This posed
somewhat of a complicated situation as
many of the refugees would be arriving
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through Pearson International Airport
and may be in need of medical attention.
But, again, being the professional and
caring paramedics that we are, we took
this event in stride and showcased just
how lucky the Region of Peel is to have
such amazing paramedics!
These are just some of the events and
calls that come to mind as I sit here enjoying what is left of my week off. I think
back to my first day in Peel. The sheer
size of the region and number of staff
was quite intimidating. Having come
from a smaller service this was new territory for me and I wasn’t sure I was up to
the task of being a “Peel Paramedic.” I
have since learned from all of you what it
means to be a Peel Paramedic. Watching
how caring, professional, compassionate,
knowledgeable, and kindhearted you are,
is inspiring! Peel Regional Paramedics
are all truly “kick-ass!” Thank You!
—Greg van der Wees

Thank you to all the PPA

volunteers.
You make it possible!
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An Award-Winning Group: On and Off the
Next Page
Ambulance.
Top: Eryn Smith with Peter Dundas

Top: Jody Tansley and Sean Mason
(Civilian Citations from Peel Police), MJ
Braaksma (OPA Appreciation Award)

Middle: Governor General, McNally, and
Long Service Award Winners

Middle: Bryan Brockbank and Josh Lobo (National Paramedic Competition)

Bottom: Dave Wakley (on behalf of
OPSEU L277 for United Way Fundraising), Kim Weekes with Dr. Cheskes, and
Sarah Salvis with Brian Gibson

Bottom: Kaley Jevnikar, Chair’s Award
for Community Service

Current Page

Camera Shy:
Together We’re Better Awards Long
Service Honourees
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2015 New Hires:
Christine
Stephanie
Patrick
Kent
Michael
Brandon
Osman
Branden
Emily
Tommy
Meaghan
Alexander
Kyle
Benedetto
Ilona
Christopher
Leanna
Lindsay
Brent
Grace
Alexandra

Abs-Eskaron
Ball
Basnett
Cottle
Filipowicz
Folland
Hussaini
Jones
Kolodzey
LeBlanc-Beaudoin
Maddigan
McLean
Mohammed
Peluso
Petrenko
Phillips
Ranalli
Russell
Summers
Teves
Walker
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Thank you
for your
service.
Enjoy
retirement...
2015 Retirees

Bob Arthur—38 years

John Gilham—25 years

Clark Kooning—32 years

Top Photo: OPSEU Local 277 pays special
tribute to some recent retirees from the
last couple years at the Paramedic Week
BBQ.
Middle Photos: Bob Arthur
Bottom Photos: Clark Kooning
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A Week for Paramedics
Celebrating Your Successes
Through Paramedic Week
Partnerships, May 24-30.
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Paramedic Week was a great success
this year in Peel! The PPA kicked the
week off on May 25th with the second
annual Paramedic Appreciation BBQ in
association with PRPS, OPSEU Local
277, and with the PPA’s very own John
“The Butcher” Waito at the helm. John
was at Tomken Station by 05:00 starting
to prepare lunch! We can’t thank John
enough, as this barbeque would not be
possible without him! John’s wife Kim
along with some assistance from the
Service, including Julie Carmichael from
the Chief’s office, helped serve up
lunch. It was a great time with lots of
mingling and eating. Even the weather
cooperated! OPSEU Local 277 paid special tribute to some recent retirees over
the last couple of years and we saw
some new faces from the most recent
class of new-hires. We could not have
asked for a better day and we’ve already come up with ideas to make it
better in 2016!

more than 1.5 million people. We would
like to thank Ferno, North City, the OPA,
and OPSEU Local 277 for helping us sponsor this initiative.

Once again, Brent Gorzynski coordinated with the Mississauga News and
Brampton Guardian to have a two page
ad printed in both papers. The ad highlighted messages from Chief Peter Dundas, Medics HELP, OPSEU Local 277 and
the PPA’s Sarah Salvis. This ad reached

The PPA would like to send out a big
thank you to all of our volunteers and
partners who helped make the various
events and Paramedic week in general a
huge success! We look forward to celebrating with you once again in May 2016!

Later that week the PPA, PRPS, and
OPSEU Local 277 set up a display at the
Dixie/Dundas Walmart where we were
featured on CTV Toronto News at Noon.
Brad Bowie took viewers on a tour of the
ambulance and the PPA’s Kaley Jevnikar
spoke about car seat safety while hosting
a clinic in the parking lot. Next to that,
Dave Wakely spoke about the dangers of
leaving children in hot vehicles while
Jason Slenys was inside one, hooked up
to a cardiac monitor.
The week would not be complete without the PPA’s Annual General Meeting.
This year we had three vacant positions
on our Board of Directors filled during
the meeting. The PPA welcomed three
fresh faces: Michael-Jon Braaksma, Wade
MacPherson, and Greg van der Wees!

—Holly Lundrigan
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Fore! A Good Cause…
Royal Ontario Golf Course hosted the
10th annual Peel Regional Paramedic
Services golf tournament on June 26th.
Funds raised were donated to both Heroes are Human/Tema Conter Memorial
Trust and the PPA Toy Drive. It was a
successful day of golfing enjoyed by all.
Thank you to organizer Lawrence Saindon, job well done! And thank you to
the sponsors and volunteers who helped
to make the day possible. See you all at
the next one!

Interested in getting
more involved within
the community?
Have an idea how to
promote paramedics
to the public?
Contact the PPA.
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tunity to represent Regional Paramedics
at the Pride Flag raising ceremony at Toronto City Hall. That event allowed me
to meet Mayor John Tory.

Pride

PRIDE 2015
Back in May 2015 I was asked by OPSEU
Local 277 to take the lead role in coordinating PRPS’ involvement at Pride
Toronto events. After working closely
with executives from our local and with
the help of Paramedic Beth Margolis,
we were able to make this event a successful one. A t-shirt was designed for
paramedics to proudly wear. Through
sales of this shirt and with amazing support from Peel Paramedics, Peel Police,
Toronto Paramedics, and Brampton
Civic Emergency Department staff we
were able to raise $2000.00. This money was donated to the Casey House in
Toronto on behalf of OPSEU 277. Casey
house is a hospice for patients living
with the end stage of AIDS. In addition
to fundraising efforts, I had the oppor-

On June 28, 2015, 16 members of PRPS,
2 BCH emergency staff, as well as friends
and family participated in Pride Toronto.
Everyone helped decorate the ambulance and marched in the parade. There
was great support from the public as well
as then Prime Minister Candidate Justin
Trudeau. It was an amazing success.
Despite the inclement weather we had
music, water guns, lots of dancing, and a
lot of smiles from the public. I was proud
to coordinate this event and even more
proud of my fellow colleagues that came
out to support Pride Toronto. The
crowning achievement as coordinator for
these events was being able to present
Casey House with the funds raised on
their behalf. The cheque presentation
occurred on October 2, 2015. Representatives from Peel were able to give them
this gift to help support patients at their
facility. I look forward to working with a
committee to coordinate and develop
future PRPS involvement in Pride Toronto. 2016 will be an even bigger and
better event.
--Elvis Silva
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Wearing for a Good Cause...
For the second year in a row, Peel
Paramedics showed their support
by sporting pink epaulettes and
pink gloves for the month of October. Money raised for the Breast
Cancer Foundation of Canada:
$220. Awareness raised: priceless.

The PTSD pins filled a hidden void felt
by hundred of medics Canada-wide.
Sales of pins skyrocketed and, thanks
to our supplier, demand was met.
When Vince Savoia learned about the
pins, he approached the PPA to assist
in sales. Pins are available on the
TCMT website year round (tema.ca).
As the elephant in the room slowly
gets exposed, a shift in culture is on
the horizon. Hopefully talking, about
PTSD, CIS, and mental health will become the norm. Because Heroes are
Human, and help is available.
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The Glorious
Moustache.
Movember 2015 was a great success.
Team PRPS Lip Appeel raised close to
$3000 for the Movember Foundation.
The Foundation helps promote awareness for men’s health issues, including
prostate cancer, testicular cancer, poor
mental health, and physical inactivity.
This year’s team did their best to help
tackle the issues “face first”. Thank you
to everyone who helped make the campaign a successful one.
We would like to congratulate this year’s
top fundraisers:
Mark Cranston
Chris Bennett
Oliver Delima
We would also like to send a HUGE thank
you to our various supporters:
• Eikonic house of Barbers for their
amazing pampering and straightrazor shaves
• P&G for their generous donations to
our fundraisers
• The Movember Foundation for their
swag and campaign support
• Joan Endersby and Jennifer Ledrew
for helping us get our message onto
the regional sites/screens
• The PPA for coordinating and assisting with the Movember Pins
This year’s pin distributors did an amazing job. Thank you to:
• Dan Paterson (C platoon)
• Chris Matijosaitis (A platoon)
• Nitin Kumar (D platoon)
• Jeff Brown (C platoon)
• Mark Cranston (NP2)
• Eric Seguin (C platoon)
and any of the unknown others who
helped out along the way.
Those glorious moustaches have been
put to rest. We have had a great campaign and we would like to thank you all
for your support. We look forward to
Movember 2016. Start planning those
epic ‘staches. And stay tuned to future
fundraising efforts.
--Joshua Pound and Jason Tremblay
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Donating for a
Good Cause.
Hunger Doesn’t Take
a Holiday
During the month of August, the PPA’s
food drive Hunger Doesn’t Take a Holiday collected non-perishable food items
for the Mississauga Food Bank. The Mississauga Food Bank is an organization
that helps collect and distribute food to
more than 40 partner agencies throughout the City of Mississauga. Four differ-

ent PRPS groups were competing for
the PPA Cup, “May Our Cup Runneth
Over”: South Paramedic Stations,
North Paramedic Stations, the Management Group, and the Logistics and Support Group.
The PPA is proud to announce that
more than 700lbs of food was collected
by PRPS employees. The winner of the
PPA Cup was the Management Group.
Superintendent Larry Titus was awarded the Early Bird Awareness Prize by
challenging the Management Group to
step up and donate to the cause early in
August. While Paramedics from the
former Hale Station won the “Eat Your
Veggies” Prize. That station donated
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the most canned vegetables, an item the
food bank ranks high on their list of most
needed.
The PPA would like to thank the Trophy
Store of Mississauga for donating the
PPA Cup. We would also like to thank
the various individuals who made the
food drive logistically possible. Congratulations and thank you to the individuals
who donated to this worthy cause. We
look forward to future food drives and
community initiatives. Who
will be the next winner of
the PPA Cup?
--Sarah Salvis

Honouring Others
The Peel Regional Paramedic Honour
Guard is a group of Paramedics and
Management members who voluntarily
represent our service at many events.
Members may be actively working or
retired. Since its inception in 2011, the
Guard has participated in events within

the Region of Peel and beyond. The
purpose of the Guard is to provide a
ceremonial and formal presence for our
service, as well as to participate in various community events to help promote
the profession. Some 2015 events in
which your Honour Guard participated
include:
• Tema Conter Memorial Trust Fundraising Gala
• Grand opening of PRPS’ new Gore
Road Station
• New Hire Graduation
• PAMA opening
• Tim Horton’s Camp Day
• Remembrance Day Ceremonies
--Jeremy Asselbergs
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AWARENESS IN THE COMMUNITY
The Safety of Car Seats
Our car seat safety program helps to educate parents in car seat installation,
proper harnessing, and keeping children
safe in the car. We respond to approximately 50-75 requests a year to inspect
car seats. We also run workshops for
new parents and car seat clinics. We rely
solely on volunteers to run our program.
Training new technicians is done in
house. Interested in assisting with this
program? Contact the PPA for more information.
—Kaley Jenikar

CPR’s Importance
This year alone the PPA certified over
100 individuals in Standard First Aid
and CPR level C. We have taught classes both at residences and workplaces.
We cater to the needs of individuals or
groups and provide training to all levels
and ages. Also, along with PRPS we had
participants (including regional councilors) practice compression-only resuscitation. We want to show the public
how easy it is to dramatically improve a
victim's chance of survival.
Over 15 PPA members have offered to
be First Aid and CPR instructors for

classes set up by the PPA. In 2016, our
goal is to have more instructors enrolled and even more classes held!
We won't rest until every resident has
some form of training in CPR!
Peel Paramedics should be the "go to"
for all things first aid! Interested in
becoming an instructor for the PPA or
do you know someone that is interested in CPR and First Aid training?
Please see the PPA website or
email s.kissick@peelparamedics.ca
for more information.
—Sara Kissick
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Launching a PAD
Program
On November 12, members of the
PPA were pleased to join Chief Peter
Dundas and Community Safety Programs Specialist Paul Snobelen at
Regional Council. Mr. Snobelen was
at Council to launch the Region's
Public Access Defibrillation program.
The morning started with a short introduction about the program and
demonstration on the simplicity and
ease of use of an AED by Mr.
Snobelen. Paramedics were then on
hand to assist and coach the members of Council as they used training
manikins to practice CPR, while an
AED trainer gave patient care
prompts and directions. The interactive demonstration was a huge success. The morning’s efforts garnered
appreciation and praise from several
Regional Councillors. Peel Paramedics were also thanked for the amazing
and life-saving work done on a daily
basis. The PPA was proud to be a
part of this initiative and look forward to future opportunities to share
the importance of learning CPR in
2016.
--Mike Thomas

PPA Talks
Originally started in 2014 as an idea
to host mini-talks by speakers of
various topics and genres, the goal
of PPA Talks was to offer informative sessions to our membership as
well as showcase many of our in
house medics. The sessions proved
successful and we have had numerous talks on a variety of subjects.
Past topics have included: PTSD
Awareness with Heroes are Human,

Planning Your Financial Future, Staying Healthy Whilst Working on Shift
with the Vegan Medic, and From
Medic to Med School with Dr. Blair
Bigham.
We look forward to presenting future
learning opportunities. If you would
like to suggest a topic for a PPA Talk
or would like to present at a future
PPA Talk please contact the PPA.
—Kaley Jevnikar
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Andy’s
Adventures
Andy may have gotten himself in a
little trouble this year, as evidenced
by his mug shot below. But don’t
worry, he had a lot of fun along the
way. And besides, the charges were
eventually dropped. Andy made a
lot of new friends and had a lot of
adventures in 2015.
He will do his best to stay out of trouble in the future, but would love it if
you joined him on his trips around
the Region.
Do you have a photo of Andy in action? Would you like Andy to join
you at a paramedic-related event in
the Region of Peel? Contact the
PPA or Brad Bowie.
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To Remember:
The Canadian
Paramedic
Memorial Ride
September 18th, 2015 marked the opening of the third annual Canadian Paramedic Memorial Ride. This four-day bicycle ride between Toronto and Ottawa
covered over 550 km of distance with
one goal in mind: remembering the fallen. Since 1988, when statistics on Paramedic line of duty deaths have been recorded, 38 Paramedics from across Canada have lost their lives in the line of duty.
The PPA was proud to support the ride
this year, sending a PRPS response vehicle and one of our own PPA directors the
entire way to Ottawa. The ride exists to
remember those who have fallen in the
line of duty. Therefore, it pays a special
tribute each morning to those who have
lost their lives at their own hands. The
ride’s memorial bell is rung 38 times for
each line of duty death, and once more
for those who suffer in silence.
PPA Director Wade MacPherson, was
asked to speak at the closing ceremonies
at Ottawa City Hall. Wade spoke in honour of his best friend, Jack Spyker, a Saskatchewan Paramedic who lost his life to
suicide in March 2015. Included in the
address, Wade spoke of the burdens of a
job in Emergency Services:
"Unfortunately some of us have to wear
those burdens. We don't just hang up
our shirt at the end of the day and forget
what we saw, that stays with us. That
stayed with Jack... right up until the end.
Each and every one of these people here
has had my back, and for the rest of
time, I have theirs. Because that's what
we do as paramedics... we look out for
each other."
The PPA wants to congratulate all of the
riders on such an amazing success this
year, and would like to extend great
thanks and congratulations to the organizer and sponsors of the Paramedic Memorial Ride on their successes honouring
our fallen brothers and sisters.
– Wade MacPherson
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There in a Time of Need…

Integrity
Honesty
Benevolence
Honour
Numbers as of December 2015:
Members: 353
Total Funds: $29 808
Peel Paramedic Benevolent Fund is a registered not-for-profit corporation with the Ontario Government (corp.#1871093) operating in Region of Peel. The Fund’s primary mission is to provide limited financial support to all families of Peel Regional Paramedic
Services who have lost their lives or become critically ill or injured while on or off duty.
Membership is comprised of enrolled employees of the Paramedic service, support staff, and management. It was created by a
group of dedicated Paramedics, support staff, and management in response to a need for additional support for our Paramedic
family in the Region of Peel. Enrollment in the fund is offered to any part time or full time staff or associate member of the Peel
Regional Paramedic Services.
New for 2015: Pace Credit Union is now the financial institution handling the Fund.
New for 2016: The Intercultural Dialogue Institute will be donating a portion of the ticket sales from their Public Hero Awards
event to the PPBF
If you are employed under the PRPS Umbrella and would like to join: email us at peelbenevolent@gmail.com
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‘Tis the season...
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...for giving.

The PPA, PRPS, and Peel Paramedic Golf
Tournament Toy and Diaper Drive was
absolutely amazing this year! Together
with some incredible partners the paramedics of Peel managed to collect
three ambulances and two vans full of
donations. Hundreds of toys, gift cards,
and diapers were delivered to Peel Children’s Centre and their “Wrap Around”
Program. The response to this initiative
was so positive that it was expanded to
provide donations to the pediatric units
of local hospitals. Congratulations to all
those involved in this amazing initiative.
Job well done!

Thank You to Our Amazing Partners:
•

St. John Ambulance Mississauga

•

Amazon.ca

•

HRIS Systems Canada

•

FERNO Canada

•

Tire Dealer Canada

•

National Bank of Canada

•

Also: Multiple Peel Regional Departments from 10 Peel Centre
and 7120 Hurontario
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‘Tis the season for having fun.
Holiday Events, Santa Claus Parades, and
Christmas Meals. Oh My!

On December 11th Peel Paramedics were
invited to take part in the second annual
"Olde Tyme Family Christmas" located in
the Erin Mills Auto Centre. Peel Paramedics Ilona, MJ, Greg, Vinny, and Paramedic
student Ashley donated their time. They
were joined by Peel Police and Mississauga Fire to meet with children and parents
alike in between their visit with Santa
and his reindeer. The event saw hundreds of people and was met by overwhelming positive reviews by everyone
involved. It was a nice reminder that the
season is about taking some time to have
a little holiday fun.
—MJ Braaksma
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In Search of a Bear:
Sometimes towards the end of the year
bear supplies run low. My partner and I
found ourselves at BCH on a busy Friday
night, bearless, and with a child who had
almost nothing left that they could call
their own.
Two crews writing up paperwork: No
bears.
One crew joined the triage line: also no
bear.
The next crew: no bears to spare.
And then finally, a crew joined the line
and offered to check their truck. They
returned triumphant.

The Bear Necessities
Share a Bear?
Two young boys were in a car involved in an MVC. However, we only had one bear
in the ambulance. Both were being transported to the hospital for assessment. So
we were stuck with a dilemma: Have them share one bear, give one a bear, or give
neither a bear? One boy had his blankie with him, the other had forgotten his stuffie
at home. But that didn’t make the decision any easier because it was clear that neither boy had much. Luckily a crew at the hospital was able to produce a second
bear. Both boys were thrilled to receive the gift. The younger asked “do I get to
keep the bear?” “yes” I replied. “Thank You” he said meekly, as his eyes lit up. It felt
good to see them so happy over something so small, so easy.
—Nevada Munro

Questions to Ponder:

I was unable to communicate with the
child directly. A translator was required
to speak with both the patient and her
mother.

Is there an age limit for bears?

But I understand happiness without the
need of a translator. Fuzzy bears, it
would seem, are universal. Joy in the
eyes of a child who has been through so
much is heartwarming. Thank you to the
crew who found that bear. Sometimes
it’s the small things we do that matter
the most.

Ever have a child not want the
bear?

Do you ask permission of the
caregiver/parent before giving
out a bear to a child?

How can we improve the bear
program?

—Sarah Salvis

Stories of The Bear do not need to be spectacular. They are a simple gesture. Supplies of The Bear are donated annually through the budgets of local Tim Horton’s.
The program has been coordinated through the PPA for a number of years. When
asked for bear stories paramedics said that the children are sometimes indifferent or
kept on crying regardless of the gesture. I’ve seen the bear thrown across the ambulance and tossed on the floor at the hospital. When asked to name the bear as a
condition of receipt, children are often no more creative than calling it “Bear”. But I
do believe that for every time the bear is dismissed, there are other times when the
bear is a welcome or cherished gift for a child in need. I was told that The Bear has
also provided comfort to elderly people in distress—something I had never considered. Our job is not always about the spectacular and the overly challenging calls. It
is also about the small, simple moments. Providing comfort in an emergency, however a person may define that emergency. I think The Bear can be considered a useful tool in our emergency kits, and hopefully one that continues to be available.
Thank you to the local businesses that partner with us, helping to make it possible.

Have a Bear
Story to Share?
Email us at:
TheBear@peelparamedics.ca
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Answers

8. a) This year’s Movember campaign raised $531. Great
Job! See page 17 for the story.

3. g) 1440 Tim’s Bears are processed through the service
on an annual basis. Read some Bear stories on page
31.
4. e) The PPA’s Food Drive “Hunger Doesn’t Take a Holiday” collected more than 330 kilograms of food for
the Mississauga Food Bank. See page 20 for more
information.

7. f) $1200 was donated to the Tema Conter Memorial
Trust thanks to the PTSD Awareness Pin campaign.

2. c) 34 kilograms of meat was barbequed for the Paramedic Week Barbeque held at Tomken. See page 1213 for the story.

6. h) Together with Ambulance Unions and Timex more
than $1300 has been raised for the Canadian Paramedic Memorial.

1. d) The PPA held 25 CPR clinics throughout 2015. 30
mannequins helped get the job done. See page 22 for
more details.

9. i) Pink is the New Black, Season 2 raised $220 dollars for
the Canadian Breast Cancer Society. See page 16 for
more details.

5. b) Donations for the PPA Toy Drive filled 3 ambulances
and 2 vans. Congratulations PRPS and Partners! Story
on page 28-29.

Thank you for playing!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

25
34
1440
330
3, 2
1300
1200
531
220

i) Dollars donated to the Canadian Breast Cancer Society
h) Dollars raised for the Canadian Paramedic Memorial
g) Tim’s Bears processed through the service
f) Dollars donated to the Tema Conter Memorial Trust
e) Kilograms of food collected for our first Food Drive
d) Number of CPR Clinics held
c) Kilograms of meat barbequed for the Paramedic Week barbeque
b) Donations for our Toy Drive
a) Dollars donated to Movember

Can you match the Number to the Thing?

←Job Well Done: Thank you to PPA
Board Member Kaley Jevnikar.
Your hard work on various PPA initiatives (Car Seat, PPA Talks, Pink is
the New Black, PTSD Awareness,
etc.) is greatly appreciated. Keep up
the fantastic work!

←Congratulations: The PPA often
partners with other organizations
both inside and outside the service.
Various PPA members participated
in Pride 2015. It was Elvis Silva and
Beth Margolis that made that event
happen for PRPS, together with
OPSEU Local 227. Awesome job
Elvis and Beth. And congratulations
on the fundraising efforts that contributed to Casey House’s excellent
work.

↑Fantastic Job: Thank you to the
PPA’s Superintendent Supporters:
Lawrence Saidon, Larry Titus, and
Steve Walker. Your assistance with
our various initiatives has been greatly appreciated. Whether it was running a golf tournament (Lawrence),
promoting our food drive (Larry), or
just generally answering questions
and facilitating communications
(Steve) your help was invaluable.
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Did You Know? The Peel
Paramedic Memorial
moved to its new home
at Fernforest in 2015.
A rededication ceremony
is scheduled to take
place in 2016.

Calling All Photographers!
A picture is worth a thousand words. A photo worth a thousand (plus) hits…
Celebrating the thousands of paramedic positives.
Thank you to everyone who submitted photos for the first Peel Paramedic Association Year in
Review. Also, thank you to those who helped document the various events that paramedics
participated in throughout 2015. We apologize if credits are not provided for every image.
Below is a selection of three photos that stand out. Others may be found throughout these
pages. 2016 will be another opportunity to celebrate the thousands of paramedic positives.
Stay tuned to your email for details.

The Power of a Selfie
Photo Submitted By: Brianne McComb

Inspiring the Next Generation
Photo Submitted By: Sarah Church
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Getting the Job Done
Photo Submitted By: Melissa Thomson

We started with an idea...sort of
“borrowed” from another Paramedic
Association. But it was a good idea, so
what can we say? The idea took on a
life of its own. We gathered as many of
the components as we could manage.
Found a way to make the idea our own.
And here it is, for all Peel Paramedics to
enjoy. The Peel Paramedic Association
would like to thank the various people
who made this Year in Review possible.
Too many to name here. But you are all
appreciated.
Any errors may be blamed on the former high school yearbook staffer who
ran with this idea after more than a
decade away from high school. She’ll
try better next year. Interested in helping out for 2016’s Review? Have content to contribute? Feedback? Contact
the Print@peelparamedics.ca.
To the Paramedics and Employees of
PRPS who Think Outside the Ambulance on a daily basis. Your actions ensure the PPA has content to include on
these pages.
Thank you for making this idea a reality.
Keep up the great work PRPS!
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Promoting
Paramedics within
the Community.
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